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President Ford is the most relaxed 
and least security-conscious President 
in many years, and he presents a spe- 
cial problem for the men assigned to 
protect him. He 'can never resist the 
temptation to plunge into a crowd. 

The Secret Service was successful 

yesterday in protecting him against an wui.ua, mm uie pumic or jo 

apparent assassination attempt, but, as yourself in the White House. 
the incident amply demonstrates, there The aide said that neither the nati< 
is no sure way to guard against attacks 



President Says Incident 
Won’t Bar Appearances: 

stances” would prevent him from trav- 
eling to meet the people. 

“I am going to have that 
contact and relationship ^ 
American people,” the Presid 
“I think it is vital, and I ii 
carry it out” , 

u It is not a question you can', deal 
with by being less visible” another 
aide said. “It is all or nothing jin 
other words, meet the public or Jock 
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on public figures. 

A presidential aide said that there 
probably will be no fundamental 
change in Mr. Ford’s approach to pub- 
lic events. 

Mr. Ford would be the last person 
to isolate himself from the public 
despite his experience as a member 
of the Warren Commission that inves- 
tigated the assassination of President 
Kennedy. 

And he emphasized that fact by 
saying, before leaving Sacramento, 
that the incident “under no circum- 



nor this President in particular would 
tolerate a situation in which the Presi- 
dent would be barred from public con- 
tact. 

When Mr. Ford is in public, he 
larly shakes hands with crowds c 
pie lined up at airports, near ihj 
in auditoriums or elsewhere. 

Service agents move ahead i 
just behind him, but they 
everything or guard against^ 
eventuality. 

There is always a matter of 
and luck in guarding the life of a I 

See SECURITY, A7, Col. 4 
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SECURITY, From A1 

ident, and the number of unbalanced 
persons who are attracted by his pre- 
sence is always a matter of concern. 

A few attempts by persons to break 
through the iron gates at the White 
House have been well publicized. But 
there are hundreds of other attempts 
by individuals to push through the 
gates in their desire to see the Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Ford was acting yesterday in 
the way that seems normal and natural 
to him. He walked the block from the 
Senate Hotel in Sacramento to- the 
Capitol, shaking hands en route. 

Secret Service agent Larry M. Buen- 
dorf acted with astonishing speed and 
self-possession in overpowering Lyn- 
ette Alice Fromme and grabbing her 
gun as Mr. Ford walked near her. 
Buendorf has been rigorously trained 
for that kind of threat 

After Alabama Gov. George C. Wal- 
lace was shot at close range by a man 
in a crowd in Laurel, Md., in 1972, the 
Secret Service conducted extensive 
training on how to deal with similar 
situations. 

Split-second timing is enormously 
important as yesterday's incident dem- 
onstrated. Restraint also is required to 
prevent wild shots by an excited agent 
whose first object is to protect the 
President. 

The movement.-of a man’s arm or a 
woman’s purse might have obscured 
Buendorf’s vision as the President 
moved down the line shaking hands. 

President William McKinley was 
killed by a man who reached with his 
left hand to shake the President’s 
hand. The assassin’s right hand held a 
gun covered by a handkerchiel 

Scores of threats are made against 
a President every year, but there were 
ho special warnings that would have 
alerted the Secret Service to possible 
trouble on this week’s trips, officials 
said. 



But yesterday questions began being 
raised as to why surveillance was not 
put on Fromme, who was known as an 
associate of Charles Manson and was 
living in Sacramento. 

She is reported to have made threats 
as recently as two months ago against 



the President, both to the Sacramento 
Bee and to the Los Angeles bureau of 
United Press International 
They were vague, rambling threats 
linking Mr. Ford to former President 
Nixon and blaming Nixon for Manson’s 
incarceration. 



Fromme’s name was not on a 1972 
computerized Secret Service list of 
potential threats to the President, but 
Manson’s was. It could not be learned 
whether her name has been added 
since the 1972 list of thousands of 
. names was publicized. 

Telephone threats against the Pres- 
ident have been made recently in New 
York and in Dallas. Next week, Mr. 
Ford is scheduled to visit Dallas and 
St Louis as well as to make a cam- 
paign swing in New Hampshire. 

Ninety-nine per cent of the threats 
against the President turn out to be 
false alarms, an official said yesterday. 

The danger to Mr. Ford has ap- 
peared to be far less than to Presi- 
dents Johnson and Nixon. Violent 
demonstrations against Mr. Ford have 
been mild by comparison. 

Frequently the crowds are over- 
whelmingly friendly toward him and 
he has enjoyed the receptions and the 
hand-shaking. 

In Warwick, R.I., last week, how- 
ever, the crowd was excessively exu- 
berant at one point, and Mr. Ford 
seemed to be somewhat perturbed. 

“Take it easy,” he kept saying amid 
the crush of well-wishers. “Take it 
easy, take it easy." 



